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Cambridge Pre-U
¥ has been developed through extensive consultation with universities and schools
¥ s offered as an alternative to current provision at 16-19, for first teaching in 2008
¥ promotes the development of successful students, equipped to succeed at university through a focus on
independent thinking, study skills and in-depth subject knowledge

The qualification is designed not just to give universities a clearer picture of studentsCachievement and potential,
but also to equip students with the means to make a success of higher study in their chosen subjects.

Structure

Cambridge Pre-U is available as a free-standing qualification in each of twenty-six subjects, and also as a full
Diploma, with free choice of subjects.

To qualify for the Diploma, candidates must pass in three Principal Subjects, and in two core components: Global
Perspectives and an Independent Research Report.

Key characteristics

¥ Stretch and challenge in content: each Principal Subject requires 380 Guided Learning Hours, compared with
360 for A Level

¥ Stretch and challenge in assessment: examinations are not modular, and all take place at the end of the two
year programme of study

¥  Stretch and challenge in grading: The reporting scale extends beyond the new A Levels.

Grading

Principal Subjects are reported on a nine-point scale. The old A Level A grade is divided into three Pre-U grades,
one of which (D1) reports achievement beyond the new A Level A*. The intention is to differentiate more finely, as
well as extending reporting at the top end. However, the grading scale remains accessible to all those currently
achieving passes at A Level.

Grading Cambridge Pre-U Principal Subjects
Band Grade A Level equivalence
Distinction D1
D2 Benchmarked at A*
D3 Benchmarked at A grade

Merit M1
M2
M3
Pass P1
P2

P3 Benchmarked at E grade

The Cambridge Pre-U Diploma is scored separately, by aggregation of results in three Principal Subjects and the
two core components (the two core components each having half the weight of a Principal Subject).

For further information, contact international@cie.org.uk
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