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1. Introduction

1.1 Why choose Cambridge?
University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) is the world’s largest provider of international 
qualifications.  Around 1.5 million students from 150 countries enter Cambridge examinations every year. 
What makes educators around the world choose Cambridge?

Recognition
A Cambridge International A or AS Level is recognised around the world by schools, universities and 
employers.  The qualifications are accepted as proof of academic ability for entry to universities worldwide.  
Cambridge International A Levels typically take two years to complete and offer a flexible course of study 
that gives students the freedom to select subjects that are right for them.  Cambridge International 
AS Levels often represent the first half of an A Level course but may also be taken as a freestanding 
qualification.  They are accepted in all UK universities and carry half the weighting of an A Level.  University 
course credit and advanced standing is often available for Cambridge International A/AS Levels in countries 
such as the USA and Canada.  Learn more at www.cie.org.uk/recognition.

Support
CIE provides a world-class support service for teachers and exams officers.  We offer a wide range of 
teacher materials to Centres, plus teacher training (online and face-to-face) and student support materials.  
Exams officers can trust in reliable, efficient administration of exams entry and excellent, personal support 
from CIE Customer Services.  Learn more at www.cie.org.uk/teachers.  

Excellence in education
Cambridge qualifications develop successful students.  They not only build understanding and knowledge 
required for progression, but also learning and thinking skills that help students become independent 
learners and equip them for life.

Not-for-profit, part of the University of Cambridge
CIE is part of Cambridge Assessment, a not-for-profit organisation and part of the University of Cambridge.  
The needs of teachers and learners are at the core of what we do.  CIE invests constantly in improving its 
qualifications and services.  We draw upon education research in developing our qualifications.
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1. Introduction

1.2  Why choose Cambridge International AS Level 
Divinity?

Cambridge International AS Level Divinity is accepted by universities and employers as proof of essential 
knowledge and ability.  Cambridge International AS Level Divinity students gain lifelong skills and knowledge 
including: 

• How to study and interpret historical texts

• The history and historical background to the Gospels

• A scholarly understanding of the life and teaching of Jesus

• The authorship, date, provenance and main themes of the gospels

• The main events in the gospels and the teachings of Jesus

• The views of contemporary scholars.

1.3  How can I find out more?

If you are already a Cambridge Centre
You can make entries for this qualification through your usual channels, e.g. CIE Direct.  If you have any 
queries, please contact us at international@cie.org.uk.  

If you are not a Cambridge Centre
You can find out how your organisation can become a Cambridge Centre.  Email us at 
international@cie.org.uk.  Learn more about the benefits of becoming a Cambridge Centre at 
www.cie.org.uk.
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2. Assessment at a glance

Cambridge International AS Level Divinity
Syllabus code 8041
Candidates take one paper only – this is Paper 2 of the A Level 9011/02.  Results in AS Level may not be 
carried over to the A Level.

Paper 2 3 hours

The Four Gospels

Candidates answer four out of 14 questions.  

Both the New International Version and the Revised Standard Version will be used for quotations included 
in question papers.  Centres are free to choose which version they use.  Examiners will not set questions in 
which the answer depends on a particular version of the Bible. 

This syllabus is available for examination in the November session only.
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3. Description of components

3.1 Paper 2: The Four Gospels
The aim of this paper is to encourage and develop a scholarly understanding of the life and teaching of Jesus 
as contained in the four gospels.  A good, working knowledge of the gospel text is required.  

Candidates are expected to know and comment upon differences between the gospels where these are 
plainly relevant to this understanding, but they will not otherwise be asked for detailed comparison of 
parallel narratives.

There will be fourteen optional questions on this paper, one of which will contain passages for comment.  
Candidates will be required to answer any four questions.  The breakdown of the paper is as follows:

•  The comment question will contain eight short texts (gobbets), two from each gospel.  Candidates 
should state the context of any four gobbets (but not rewrite the story) and then comment on points of 
interest (religious, historical, political or social) or difficulties that arise from that text.

• There will be at least two questions on the paper directly concerned with each gospel.

• There will be five further questions on main gospel issues and themes.

Answers to all questions should demonstrate a thoughtful mixture of scholarly opinions, textual evidence 
and personal evaluation.

In preparing for this paper candidates should study the following:

• the relevant gospel texts

• the historical, social and religious background to the gospels

• the main questions and ideas raised by biblical criticism

• authorship, date, provenance and main themes of the gospels

•  the main events in the gospels: birth narratives, John the Baptist and his relation to Jesus, baptism, 
temptations, confession of Peter, transfiguration, miracles and mighty works, entry into Jerusalem, last 
supper, trials, crucifixion and resurrection

•  the teaching of Jesus (especially by means of parables and miracles) with special attention to: salvation, 
forgiveness, the kingdom of God, future judgement, discipleship and commitment, wealth and 
possessions, prayer, ethics, discussions with Jewish authorities and his self-understanding

•  the main events and teaching peculiar to John’s gospel (e.g. the Prologue, Nicodemus, the Samaritan 
woman, the ‘signs’, the “I am” sayings)

• the christological titles (son of God, son of man, son of David, etc.)

• the views of contemporary scholars.
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