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Global thinking  



Two key questions: 

• What is global competence? 

 

• How can we use global thinking routines to 

nurture students’ global competence? 
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is the capacity and disposition 

to understand and act on issues of 

global significance.’ 

 
 

 

 

(Boix Mansilla & Jackson 2011:xiii) 
https://asiasociety.org/files/book-globalcompetence.pdf 
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Globally competent individuals… 

(Boix Mansilla & Jackson 2011:11) 
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Simple patterns of thought used repeatedly 

to facilitate the development of 

global competence among learners. 

 

 

 
See: http://idglobal.gse.harvard.edu/project/global-thinking-routines 

 

 

 

 

Global thinking routines 
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Global thinking routines 

Characteristics 
of Global 
Thinking 
Routines 

FOCUSED 

They encourage the kinds 
of thinking moves that 

support the development 
of global competence.  VISIBLE 

They make learners’ global 
thinking visible. 

STRUCTURED 

They can be used as a 
kind of micro-intervention 
to support and assess the 
development of students’ 

global competence. 

FLEXIBLE 

They can be used individually 
and in groups to scaffold 

global thinking.  

DEEP 

They contribute to a culture 
of global competence by 

becoming regular 
practice—part of “the way 

we do things here”.  
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• See-Think-Wonder 

• Three ‘Ys’ 

 

 

 

Two thinking routines for exploration  

See, the Visible Thinking initiative at Project Zero: 
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking 
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Source: Tuca Vieira 
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• What do you see?  
Name the qualities of the image you notice. 

Refrain from judgment or interpretation. 

 

• What do you think?  
What does the image make you think about ? 

 

• What do you wonder?  
What questions do you have about this image? 

 

 

 

 

Thinking routine: See-Think-Wonder 



Source: Tuca Vieira 
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The Urban age 
“Cities are becoming more and more important statistically—while 
only 10% of the world’s population lived in cities in 1900, the 
number has risen to about 50% today and is likely to hit 75% by 
2050.  

 

Yet very few of the people running our cities have any solutions, 
particularly when we look beyond Europe to the megacities, whose 
sheer scale make the problems seem nearly intractable. 

 

It’s not only the question as to how we live today in the big cities—
but also how we can continue to survive in them in the future. [The 
prospect] is not all that catastrophic if we remain flexible in our 
thinking.” 
 

Ricky Burdett, London School of Economics 

(Burdett studies Megacities such as New York, Shanghai, Mexico, Johannesburg and 
São Paulo). 



Paraisòpolis, São Paulo 
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Consider what we are beginning to learn about 

life in the rising megacity and use a different 

Post-It note to respond to each prompt: 
 

Why does understanding the topic matter to: 

• the world? 

• my community/place/people? 

• me? 
 

 

 

 

Thinking routine: 3Ys 
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Reflection 

How might you use see-think-wonder or 

the 3Ys in your classrooms? 



Presenter’s Name 

Job Title 

Date 

Space for subtitle 20pt  

 

 

 

Reflection 

I used to think… 

 

Now I think… 
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Find out more 

To find out more about nurturing global 

competence through global thinking routines, 

visit: 

 
• www.pz.harvard.edu 

 

•  The Visible Thinking initiative at Project Zero: 

• http://www.pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking 

 

     Boix Mansilla & Jackson (2011): 

• https://asiasociety.org/files/book-globalcompetence.pdf 
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Thank you! 

 


