
Developing tomorrow’s scientists
Cambridge IGCSE science courses help prepare students for advanced study.

If you’re looking to refresh your science curriculum, take 
a look at our Cambridge IGCSE science syllabuses. You’ll 
be joining a growing number of UK schools who teach 
Cambridge IGCSE, with entries for Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics in June 2013 up by 132 per cent on last year. 
Worldwide, there were over 90 000 entries for Cambridge 
IGCSE science qualifications in June 2013, an increase of 
11 per cent on 2012.

The choice of assessment pathways gives flexibility, and 
helps you make the courses interesting for keen scientists 
who want to develop their skills fully, as well as those  
who just want to gain a solid grounding in the essential 
aspects of the subject.

The extended curriculum helps smooth the transition  
to post-16 study so that students are ready to take on the 
subject at a more advanced level. Find all the syllabuses 
at www.cie.org.uk/igcse 
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  I have relished the opportunity 
to use my professional skills away 
from the classroom and widen my 
perspective of education. 
Helen Rees-Bidder, Director of Performance Arts,  
Bedford Modern School, and a Cambridge examiner

Cambridge IGCSE sciences

Included in 
performance 
tables in 
England

The Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
syllabuses are approved by Ofqual 
and included in performance tables. 
We also offer Co-ordinated Sciences 
(double award) and Combined 
Science, but these courses do not 
count in performance tables.

Flexible 
assessment 

All students follow a Core curriculum.  
An Extended curriculum is also 
available and students can change 
level during the course. Courses 
include written exams, coursework 
and practical assessment.

Excellent 
foundation 
for advanced 
study 

Teachers tell us that Cambridge 
IGCSE gives students a solid 
grounding in science, easing the 
transition to post-16 study.

We want to expand our team of examiners and are 
looking for Cambridge teachers to join us. 

Becoming an examiner for Cambridge has many 
benefits:

• you can fit examining around your teaching

• you’ll gain understanding of the Cambridge 
specification and develop your teaching practice

• you’ll join a global community of education experts.

Examiners wanted – join our team!

Cambridge IGCSE counts in performance tables – see page 4 for latest update

We offer a variety of roles on a freelance basis. To find 
out more, go to www.cie.org.uk/makeyourmark
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The following new Cambridge IGCSE subjects are now available:

• Italian (Foreign Language) – first exam in June 2014

• World Literature – first exam in June 2014

• Chinese as a Second Language – first exam in June 2015

• Urdu as a Second Language – first exam in June 2015

Sign up for alerts on syllabus updates
You can now sign up to receive email alerts about syllabus updates and 
revisions. Join the mailing list at www.cie.org.uk/new 

New Cambridge IGCSE syllabuses
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New Global 
Perspectives 
online 
learning area
We’re inviting schools that 
offer Cambridge IGCSE Global 
Perspectives to access a new 
online learning area. It will 
make it easier for you to work 
on projects with Cambridge 
schools in other countries. 
Students at Caistor Yarborough 
Academy in the UK helped trial 
it, collaborating with a school in 
New Zealand.  
“The learning area is such a good 
way of connecting with people. 
You can share information, 
upload pictures and videos,” said 
one Caistor Yarborough student.  

Cambridge IGCSE Global 
Perspectives is a cross-curricular 
subject that develops skills in 
critical thinking, research and 
independent study. Learn more  
at www.cie.org.uk/new 

of Cambridge 
teachers would 
like to see 
technology 
helping to link 
classrooms 
around the world.
Source: survey of 500 Cambridge 
teachers worldwide for World 
Teachers’ Day, October 2013

80%

We have developed digital teaching packs 
with Oxford University Press to help students 
evaluate their own performance and construct 
top quality answers. The packs are available 
for English First Language, English as a 
Second Language and English Literature, and 
use real examiner-graded answers directly 
from past papers to develop students’ skills 
and build confidence. Learn more about 
Cambridge IGCSE Exam Skills Builders at 
www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/igcseenglish 

Cambridge IGCSE Exam Skills Builders   
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,
Case study:  
Abingdon School, Oxfordshire

Abingdon School offers Cambridge IGCSEs in English and Modern 
Foreign Languages. Graeme May, Deputy Head (Academic), explains 
the reasons behind their move to Cambridge IGCSE.
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Q. Why did you introduce 
Cambridge IGCSE? 
A. Initially we were looking to  
start up GCSE English Literature, 
which hadn’t been sat as a formal 
qualification at Abingdon for many 
years. We went with Cambridge 
because the Head of English had 
taught the course in his previous 
role and appreciated its challenge 
and flexibility.

We liked the set text lists and 
the option to do the unseen paper: 
in our opinion, the unseen is the 
truest test of students’ literary and 
analytical skills and prepares them 
excellently for A Level. It also gives 
us the excuse to teach an 
enormous range of texts and 
extracts in preparation for the 
unseen, as opposed to a narrow 
focus on coursework texts and 
endless redrafting of pieces.

We also had an eye on the 
country-wide change coming to 
GCSEs a year later, and fixed on 
the Cambridge IGCSE English 

specification when the legacy 
specification we were offering 
ran out. We looked at all the 
new specifications on offer and 
Cambridge suited us the best. 
The fact we were able to 
sidestep controlled assessment 
was an additional bonus.

Q. What influenced your 
decision to offer Cambridge 
IGCSEs in foreign languages?
A. We took the decision to offer 
Cambridge IGCSEs in French, 
German and Spanish after careful 
consideration of the options, 
including research and 
conversations at the Independent 
Schools’ Modern Languages 
Association conference. 
It was not done without some 
sense of risk – we were one of 
the first UK independent schools 
to adopt Cambridge IGCSE. 
However, the Modern Foreign 
Languages (MFL) department felt 
convinced that the Cambridge 

specifications were very strong. 
They also included a speaking 
exam that we felt is a fundamental 
part of language learning. We also 
like the possibility of a free choice 
of oral topic.

Q. How have your MFL students 
performed at Cambridge IGCSE?
A. It is possible for students who  
work methodically to do well and  
our A/A* rate is very good. It is  
therefore by no means inaccessible, 
which was one of the concerns at 
the outset. In fact, results have 
gone up as our pupils rose to the 
challenge (as we hoped they 
would). The courses are not 
necessarily a better preparation for 
A Level than other boards in terms 
of independent thinking, but 
grammatical accuracy is important 
to us and we appreciate that the 
Cambridge emphasis here lays a 
good foundation for further 
language learning.

Q. How has the qualification 
benefited students?
A. Overall, the Cambridge 
qualifications offer better 
preparation for A Level, a better 
level of skills and rigour in foreign 
languages, and of English 
experience. We have been really 
pleased with our results. 

  The key elements of Cambridge IGCSE for us 
are the rigorous challenge offered by the courses, 
as well as the options to choose our own route 
through the specs. 

•	 Linear structure – gives you freedom to plan the order of teaching.

•	 Clear assessment structure and assessment objectives – helps you to deliver the course effectively.

•	 Choice of assessment pathways, with coursework and no coursework options in many subjects –  
you can choose the best route for your learners.

•	 No controlled assessment – frees up time for teaching and learning.

Key features of Cambridge IGCSE



Cambridge IGCSE  Update for schools – January 2014

Key numbers

Over 1300  
UK schools – 900 
state and 400 
independent – teach 
Cambridge IGCSE

UK entries for 
Cambridge IGCSE 
in June 2013 up  

115% on June 2012

21 syllabuses 
are funded for 
teaching in state 
schools in England

*5119639070*

Follow us on Twitter!
For the latest 
news and 
educational  

debate follow us @igcse

® IGCSE is the registered trademark of Cambridge International Examinations
© Cambridge International Examinations, January 2014

Cambridge IGCSE 
is taken in over 

140 countries

Worldwide entries 
for Cambridge IGCSE 
in June 2013 up 

27% on June 2012

2013 marked 25 years 
of Cambridge IGCSE

Getting in touch with Cambridge is easy. Go to www.cie.org.uk/ukigcse 
email us at info@cie.org.uk or telephone 01223 553554

Over 500 000 
entries worldwide 
every year

The Department for Education has published 
lists of qualifications that will count towards 
performance tables in 2014, 2015 and 2016, 
including ‘established IGCSEs’. Ofqual-
approved Cambridge IGCSEs (officially called 
Cambridge International Level 1/Level 2 
Certificates in the UK) fall within the definition 
of ‘established IGCSEs’.

If you want your results to count in school 
performance tables, please enter for the 
Ofqual-approved syllabuses below. Please  
also check the Department for Education’s 
website for the latest information on school 
performance tables at www.education.gov.uk

Please note that the Department for Education 
has not yet published any information about 
which qualifications from any awarding body 
will count in the 2017 performance tables. 

Which syllabuses 
count in school 
league tables?

Subject 2014 code

English – First Language 0522

English – Literature 0476

English – Second Language 
(count-in oral) 0511

Mathematics 0580

Biology 0610

Chemistry 0620

Physics 0625

Chinese (Mandarin) – Foreign 
Language 0547

French – Foreign Language 0685

German – Foreign Language 0677

Greek – Foreign Language 0543

Hindi – Second Language 0549

Spanish – Foreign Language 0678

Geography 0460

History 0470

Art and Design 0400

Business Studies 0450

Enterprise 0454

Information and 
Communication Technology 0417

Music 0410

Events  
and training

Here’s a glimpse of what’s coming 
up. For a list of all our events 
and training, and to book, go to 
www.cie.org.uk/events 

Online training
We hold online courses for a range 
of Cambridge IGCSE subjects 
throughout the year. They are a 
convenient way to develop your 
knowledge of the syllabus and 
skills, and build a network of 
Cambridge IGCSE teachers 
worldwide. Introductory and 
intermediate courses are available.

Cambridge 
Assessment debate
Schools in the cloud: 
Learning without teachers
Concepts such as Massive Open 
Online Courses and ‘schools in the 
cloud’ are attracting a growing level 
of support. So what are the threats 
and opportunities of learning 
without teachers?

Join this free debate at the British 
Library Conference Centre in 
London from 10.00 to 13.00 on 
Tuesday 11 February 2014, or watch 
it online (live or after the event).

For more details, please go to 
www.cambridgeassessment.org.
uk/insights/schools-in-the-cloud


