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Welcome to the latest copy of Cambridge Outlook!

University of Cambridge International 
Examinations (CIE) is the world’s largest 
provider of international qualifi cations 
for 14–19 year olds. We are part of the 
University of Cambridge and a not-for-
profi t organisation.

Students in 157 countries study the 
Cambridge International Curriculum, 
through a network of 6,000 Cambridge 
schools. We off er a broad range of 
internationally recognised qualifi cations, 
both academic and vocational, designed to 
develop successful students worldwide.

The Cambridge International Curriculum 
develops successful students in primary and 
secondary years. It is a flexible framework 
and the qualifications in it share common 
principles, underpinned by the best 
educational and assessment practice:

• students develop knowledge and skills  
 through a coherent programme

• guaranteed assessment standards

• high quality resources

• extensive training and professional  
 development for teachers

• international in outlook and 
 commitment

• collaborative approach

The Cambridge International Primary 
Programme gives schools a framework 
to develop Mathematics, English and 
Science skills and knowledge in young 
children approximately 5–11 years old. 
It provides guidance for curriculum 
development and classroom teaching 
and learning, and helps teachers assess 
children’s learning as they progress.

Cambridge Lower Secondary builds 
on the primary stage, and develops 
children’s knowledge and skills in 
Mathematics, English and Science. At 
the end of Lower Secondary, students 
can sit Cambridge Checkpoint tests, 
providing detailed diagnostic information 
on students’ strengths and weaknesses 
before pupils move into the 14–16 
Cambridge IGCSE/O Level stage. This 
information is invaluable for staff  and 
parents.

Cambridge IGCSE and O Level 
qualifi cations give students in 
secondary education an excellent 
preparation for their next steps, including 
progression to Cambridge International 
A/AS Level. Cambridge IGCSE and 
O Level are recognised by universities 

and employers worldwide because they 
develop problem-solving, investigative 
and practical skills. Cambridge IGCSE is 
the world’s most popular international 
qualifi cation for 14–16 year olds.

Cambridge International A/AS Levels 
enable tens of thousands of students 
to win places every year at more top 
universities worldwide than any other 
international qualifi cation. Cambridge 
International A/AS Levels off er a 
stimulating, fl exible course of post-16 
study that gives students the freedom to 
select the mix of subjects right for them.

Teacher support, professional 
development: CIE’s excellent teacher 
support ensures eff ective, confi dent 
teaching to help students reach their full 
potential. Support includes workshops 
and online courses, textbooks, schemes 
of work and a large bank of examination 
materials. Many Ministries of Education 
have developed their staff  using our 
professional qualifi cations for teachers.

Learn more! Visit www.cie.org.uk 

Photograph by Mercedes Guiraldes.
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In this issue we refl ect on what it means to be part 
of the Cambridge Learning Community, and how 
we all benefi t from sharing our knowledge and 
experiences.

On page 10 we provide an update on new Cambridge IGCSE syllabuses. 
All these qualifications have been tested by and developed with Cambridge 
schools. By working together, we are creating qualifications that meet the 
needs of students worldwide.

We also work with Cambridge schools to explore new directions in 
education, such as eAssessment and approaches for student learning in two 
languages. You can read updates on both these trends in this issue.

We are also pleased to announce a new online Community on our free 
Teacher Support website. Turn to page 4 to find out about all the new features, 
and then join the Cambridge conversation online!

Ann Puntis
Chief Executive

Issue 8, 2009
www.cie.org.uk
Editor Geraldine Seymour

Cambridge Outlook is an important 
way of communicating with Cambridge 
schools and readers around the world.

We welcome suggestions for inclusion 
in the magazine. If you would like to 
submit an article, please contact:

Geraldine Seymour
International  Communications Manager
CIE 
1 Hills Road 
Cambridge 
CB1 2EU
UK
Tel: +44 1223 553554
Fax: +44 1223 553558
international@cie.org.uk

Welcome to the latest issue 
of Cambridge Outlook

Join the mailing list for 
Cambridge Outlook eNews, our 
new eNewsletter. See page 4.

News
13. International pilot of Cambridge Pre-U 

qualifi cation
14. The Cambridge dimension – 

University news 

Supporting students
15. Where are they now? University 

students refl ect on their 
Cambridge studies

And fi nally
18. New appointments
19. Professional development calendar

Join the mailing list for PS

New Cambridge IGCSE subjects go live
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Heads, teachers, exam offi  cers and 
assessment experts – we are all part of 
the Cambridge Learning Community. 
Now it’s even easier to work together.

Join the 
Cambridge Learning 
Community

New interactive Community on Teacher Support 
In September, we launched a new ‘Community’ section on the 
Teacher Support website. This is an entirely new area where you 
can interact with more than 48,000 Cambridge teachers around 
the world and share ideas.

You can talk to fellow Cambridge teachers about specific 
syllabuses, share teaching strategies, and ask for ideas in our 
new discussion forums. Every forum is moderated by a syllabus 
specialist from Cambridge to ensure that your questions 
are answered.

Collaborate to create resources
The new Community Resources area is the place to go if you 
are looking for a fresh approach to a topic. You can download 
lesson plans from other teachers, or upload one of your own. 
You can also link these resources to a topic in the discussion 
forum, so that other teachers can comment on your material.

In the new interactive areas, you can collaborate with 
other teachers to write a scheme of work or other teaching 
resource, or simply to review and comment on material that is 
in preparation.  

The Teacher Support website is free to all Cambridge 
Centres. If you need a login, please contact the Teacher 
Support Coordinator at your Centre.

eNewsletters 
We have launched two new eNewsletters that are full of helpful 
information for Centres. You can join our mailing list at 
www.cie.org.uk/newsletters

• Cambridge Outlook eNews is a bi-monthly eNewsletter   
to keep school heads and teachers up to date with 
developments at CIE. Recent issues have featured topics such as 
bilingual education, eAssessment, and growth at CIE, as well as 
news from the University of Cambridge.

• Cambridge Exams Offi  cers eNewsletter is a new monthly 
bulletin that includes important reminders about deadlines, as 
well as information to help Exams Offi  cers administer 
Cambridge exams eff ectively.

These new communications are in addition to CIE News – our 
regional eNewsletters. We’d really like to include more stories 
from schools in CIE News – please send your stories and photos 
to Caroline Gavine at gavine.c@cie.org.uk

Twitter
Get access to CIE news as it happens, and fi nd out what the 
media is saying about us around the world by becoming a CIE 
follower on Twitter. It is free to sign up – go to: 
www.twitter.com/CIE_Education

RSS feeds
If you register for Rich Site Summary (RSS) feeds on the CIE 
website, you will receive alerts in your RSS reader software 
every time we update content. You can specify which alerts you 
would like to receive–perhaps you just want to know about 
new CIE events, or developments to Cambridge IGCSE. To 
subscribe, or to learn more about RSS go to: 
www.cie.org.uk/rss
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Entries for the Cambridge June 2009 examination session reveal 
strong growth.
We are delighted to report an impressive 15 per cent increase 
in the overall number of entries for the 2008–09 Cambridge 
examinations, as more and more schools discover the benefi ts 
of Cambridge international qualifi cations. 

Entries for the Cambridge International A/AS Level 
examinations grew by 14 per cent on the previous year; 
Cambridge IGCSE entries increased by nearly 20 per cent; and 
entries for Cambridge O Levels remained stable with more than 
640,000 entries worldwide. 

The top fi ve most popular Cambridge International 
A/AS Levels are:
• Mathematics

• Physics 

• Chemistry 

• Economics

• Business Studies

The fastest growing Cambridge International 
A/AS Levels are:
• Applied ICT 

• Psychology 

• English Language

• Economics 

• Geography 

The top fi ve most popular Cambridge IGCSEs are: 
• Mathematics (without coursework)

• English Second Language

• Biology

• English First Language

• Chemistry

The fastest growing Cambridge IGCSEs are: 
• Chinese Mandarin

• Chemistry

• Biology 

• Global Perspectives 

• English Literature 

The top fi ve most popular Cambridge O Levels are:
• Principles of Accounts

• Chemistry

• Physics

• English Language

• Biology

The fastest growing Cambridge O Levels are:
• Sociology

• Biology

• Economics

• English Language

• English Literature

Cambridge Checkpoint
Entries for Cambridge Checkpoint – CIE’s diagnostic 
assessment for 13–14 year olds in English, Mathematics 
and Science – have grown by 47 per cent. And for younger 
children, the number of schools signing up for the 
Cambridge International Primary Programme has increased 
by 35 per cent.

This year’s growth highlights the way in which Cambridge 
schools are creating a worldwide momentum of educational 
purpose and quality, which we are privileged to be part of.
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Dual  
language  
education 
in the 21st 
century
Schools that offer dual language education programmes are increasingly  
choosing to integrate the Cambridge International Curriculum alongside their 
own curriculum.
Bilingual education programmes are 
growing in both number and size 
around the world. They raise issues 
in curriculum development, teacher 
education, pupil assessment and  
public understanding. 

University of Cambridge International 
Examinations (CIE) has a long-standing 
relationship with schools offering 
bilingual education programmes in many 
countries, particularly in Europe and 
South America. 

Cambridge IGCSE is rapidly 
becoming one of the most popular 
form of internationally benchmarked 
assessment for bilingual programmes. 
The qualification enables schools to add 
breadth to the school programme and 
gives students a unique opportunity 
to study and be assessed through the 
medium of English.

Cristina Rimini, CIE International 
Curriculum Development Manager, 
said: ‘Education authorities, schools and 
parents are keen to develop individuals 

who will be able to take an active and 
successful part in the increasingly 
globalised society and economy. Bilingual 
education is seen not only as a way of 
achieving this goal, but also as a way of 
introducing innovative practices to the 
education system and developing skills 
for the 21st century.’

International models, local contexts
Every bilingual education project follows 
a different model, depending on the local 
context. However, they share common 
goals: to enrich students’ experiences of 
education, and prepare them for success 
in an international world. 

In order to share knowledge and 
experiences of bilingual education, CIE 
invited professionals from a range of 
European projects to attend a Forum in 
Cambridge in July. 

Heads, teachers and ministry officials 
from Sweden, Germany, Italy, Spain, 
Croatia, the Netherlands and Bosnia 
described their bilingual education 
programmes.  These range from      

school-led initiatives to centralised 
government projects. Discussion 
topics included the development and 
implementation of a bilingual education 
programme; supporting teachers in the 
delivery of bilingual programmes; and 
integrating Cambridge assessments into 
the national curriculum.

CIE is planning to hold a bilingual 
education conference early in 2010 to 
develop the ideas raised at the Forum, 
and bring them to a wider audience.

‘CIE is committed to extending 
access to education, and we are very 
pleased to be involved in these projects 
in Europe. By integrating the Cambridge 
International Curriculum into school 
programmes, a much larger number 
of students will receive a bilingual 
education and gain fluency in an 
additional language – and in many cases 
receive an internationally recognised 
qualification at the end of the course,’ 
concluded Cristina Rimini.

Delegates at the 
recent Bilingual 
Education Forum in 
Cambridge
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Case Study 1: Liceo Luigi Galvani, Bologna, Italy

In 1997, Liceo Luigi Galvani became the first state secondary 
school in Italy to offer an English-medium Cambridge IGCSE  
curriculum integrated into their national programme.

Beginning with just one bilingual class in 1997, the school 
now runs a very successful bilingual section where students 
can study seven Cambridge IGCSE subjects over three years 
alongside the Italian curriculum.  The school offers  
Cambridge IGCSEs in the subjects that best map onto the  
Italian curriculum including Geography, Biology, Physics  
and Maths.

Paola Noli, English teacher at Liceo Luigi Galvani, told the 
Forum that the bilingual approach offers students a more  
challenging but achievable study programme. Cambridge 
IGCSE widens students’ learning experiences beyond the 
Italian education system, and offers a more active and 
interactive style of learning that complements the Italian 
curriculum. 

The response from students has been extremely positive.  
Speaking at an event hosted by the school in March,  
15-year-old student Beatrice Scocchera said: ‘The way 
English subjects are taught is amazing. There are lots of 
topics and definitions that you can’t find in the Italian 
programme. After some months of our Cambridge IGCSE 
course, three quarters of my class were able to speak  
English fluently and were able to go through a  
Mathematics, Science or Geography lesson in English using 
technical words.’

Case Study 2: PHORMS Group, Germany

PHORMS is a not-for-profit education group consisting of 
seven schools across Germany. All the schools offer the  
German national curriculum. However, the Cambridge 
International Primary Programme is integrated alongside it 
within the schools. Students will progress from the Primary 
Programme through to Lower Secondary Cambridge IGCSE.

The aim of the integrated curriculum is to immerse students 
in the English language from a young age, and give them 
an international outlook whilst still receiving the benefits 
of a German education. Adele Hodgson, Head of Strategic 
Development at PHORMS, told the Forum that the Group 
had chosen Cambridge qualifications for their flexibility and 
CIE’s experience in international qualifications.

PHORMS organises the curriculum so that the number of 
lessons taught in each language is balanced and accessible  
to students.  

Case Study 3:   
Ministerio de Educación and British Council, Spain

The British Council in Spain has been working on a bilingual 
schools project with the Ministry of Education in Spain  
(MEPSYD) for 13 years. More than 80,000 young people in 
Spanish state schools are now receiving a bilingual  
education.

Last year, the first cohort of bilingual secondary school pupils 
sat Cambridge IGCSEs in a range of subjects, including  
Geography, Spanish, English and Biology. Thanks to the 
commitment of the teachers and students’ hard work, they 
achieved a 91% pass rate. 

Speaking of their success, Chris Hickey, Director, British 
Council Spain said: ‘Such accomplishments are not only the 
culmination of 13 years of bilingual education but open the 

way for students to follow their dreams.’

In Hand to Hand magazine, the publication of the Bilingual 
Project, students praised their experience of Cambridge 
IGCSE. Paula Corpa, a student who passed Cambridge IGCSEs  
in Geography, English and Spanish, said: ‘The exams involved 
more thinking skills than we are used to. In many tests, the 
question is normally something you just immediately see 
and write instead of having to think about the answer.’  

CIE will continue to work with the British Council in Spain 
and the Spanish Ministry of Education to develop the  
integration of Cambridge IGCSEs, and extend the  
recognition of achievement in bilingual education to  
children at state schools.

“              After some months of our 
Cambridge IGCSE course, three quarters 
of my class were able to go through a 
mathematics or science lesson in English 
using technical words

“
Beatrice Scocchera, Italian student
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Technology is transforming both learning and educational assessment. CIE 
is keeping pace with developments in eAssessment, while ensuring that 
schools are not left behind.
Concepts including virtual learning 
environments, on-screen testing 
systems and electronic portfolios 
have now become integral to 
modern education – helping to drive 
personalised learning. This provides 
benefi ts for learners, teachers and 
examinations offi  cers.

CIE has been developing interactive 
assessment modules – under the 
umbrella term eAssessment or electronic 
assessment – since 2004. Interactive 
computer-based testing (CBT) can 
include audio, photography, videos and 
animation. 

CIE’s first computer-based assessment 
programme is part of Cambridge IGCSE 
Geography. The 90-minute computer test 
recreates an online physical environment 
that enables students to enter a virtual 
world where they perform experiments 
collect data and work with and gather 

information as if they were a geographer 
in the field. Entries for the Cambridge 
IGCSE Geography computer-based 
testing paper have increased by 65 per 
cent since it was launched in 2006.

Developing computer-based 
testing systems
CIE Assistant Director, Oliver Griffi  n, 
emphasises that computer-based testing 
is designed to, above all, maximise 
a student’s learning and assessment 
experience. He stresses that traditional 
examinations are still a vital part of 
Cambridge’s assessment of pupils and 
that computer-based testing is not 
being developed to replace traditional 
assessments.

‘CIE is not simply adapting existing 
pen-and-paper examinations to a 
computer setting. Instead we are adding 
a rich new dimension to the learning 

and assessment scenario that adds more 
value to the experience,’ Oliver explained.

International consultation on 
eStrategy development
Earlier this year, Principals from 
Cambridge schools around the 
world attended the 4th Cambridge 
International Advisory Seminar in 
Cambridge, UK, to exchange ideas 
about eLearning, eAssessment and 
eAdministration. 

Gillian Whitehouse, CIE International 
Curriculum Development Manager, 
said: ‘The seminar provided an ideal 
opportunity for us to listen to schools. 
We want to understand the main issues 
surrounding the development and 
implementation of new educational 
technologies, and how CIE can provide 
the best systems for its global 
customer base.’

Into the future with eAssessment

Clarence van der Wel, Principal 
of ACH Strathallan, New Zealand 
at the Cambridge International 
Advisory Seminar
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“              CIE is not simply adapting existing 
pen-and-paper examinations to a computer setting. 
Instead we are adding a rich new dimension to the 
learning and assessment scenario that adds more value 
to the experience

“
CIE Assistant Director, Oliver Griffi  n

Cambridge computer-based tests are 
designed to run with minimum fuss on 
low specifi cation computers, meaning 
that Centres would be able to run the 
software without the inconvenience of 
upgrading computer systems. 

CIE’s programme manager, Ellie Murray 
said CIE’s partnership with schools was an 
integral part of the future of computer-
based testing at CIE. 

‘We want to hear from schools, their 
thoughts on computer-based testing, 
and what subjects they are particularly 
interested in seeing assessed in this 
manner. For schools who have not 
yet tried computer-based testing, we 
believe they will be delighted when they 
experience the benefi ts. We urge schools 
to get in touch.’

Contact international@cie.org.uk 

Simon Lebus, Chief Executive of Cambridge Assessment Group, CIE’s parent 
body and a department of the University of Cambridge, was recently 
interviewed by the BBC World Service on eAssessment. 

He said that eAssessment was not being developed as a replacement to 
conventional examination methods, rather to provide more equality for 
students who were ‘exam-phobic’ and to provide a better assessment 
environment for students. 

‘I believe that in the next 10–15 years eAssessment will deliver previously 
unimagined opportunities for making learning more valid, with each 
student being assessed at the time they are ready. This will allow us to be 
more precise in diagnosing a pupil’s level of skill and knowledge. In future, 
eAssessment will provide students with a deeper and more meaningful 
education experience.’

Computer-based testing in Cambridge 
IGCSE Geography.

“              CBT Geography was a 
positive experience... In Geography 
the collection, presentation and 
analysis of information is an integral 
part of the subject so ICT skills are 
an essential tool...

“
Rosalin Hinton, Head of Geography, Hebron School, India

Global benefi ts of eAssessment

outlook8.indd   9 21/10/09   21:12:11



10 Cambridge Outlook Issue 8 2009

CIE is always looking to the future needs of our students. One of the ways we do 
this is to develop exciting new syllabuses that are relevant to today’s young people.

Cambridge IGCSE: 
Exciting new subjects go live!

We are delighted to announce that 
Cambridge IGCSE International 
Mathematics and Cambridge 
IGCSE Global Perspectives are now 
available with a full teacher support 
package. Both subjects have been 
developed in consultation with 
Cambridge teachers and piloted by 
Cambridge International Centres 
around the world.

Cambridge IGCSE 
Global Perspectives
Meeting government ministers, 
organising a local river clean-up project 
and writing to the United Nations about 
climate change are just some of the 
activities students are pursuing through 
the Cambridge IGCSE Global 
Perspectives course.

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives 
is a ground-breaking new course, which 
is cross-curricular, stretching across 
traditional subject boundaries. It taps into 
the way today’s students enjoy learning – 
including group work, seminars, projects, 
and working with other students around 
the world.

Developing thinking skills 
Throughout the course, students 
enquire into a range of global issues, and 

develop personal, national and global 
perspectives through dialogue and 
collaboration with others. The emphasis 
is on developing the ability to think 
critically about issues where there is 
always more than one point of view.

Freedom to explore
There is freedom for teachers and 
students to develop the course content 
themselves with suggestions from 
Cambridge. Study aids can include 
newspapers, TV programmes, fi lm, 
guest speakers and website, making the 
course exciting and varied, using the 

Head Teacher, Caistor 
Yarborough School, UK

“

             Our Global 
Perspectives students 
have become 
massively more 
independent as 
learners. They ask 
some of the questions 
they wouldn’t have 
considered
in the past

“

20
 O

ct
ob

er 2009

instant resources that are available on 
the internet in this age of  24/7 news. 
Students are enabled to become active, 
self-directed learners.

Connecting with others
Students develop a greater 
understanding of the world around 
them and are encouraged to share and 
compare experiences, observations, ideas 
and feelings on a wide range of topics. 
They link up with Cambridge students in 
other countries to fi nd out how they are 
aff ected by global issues.

Teacher Support
We off er full support for Global 
Perspectives teachers including online 
training, Schools’ Guides, schemes of 
work and sample papers. Check the 
Teacher Support website for 
more information

20 October 2009  was the fi rst Global 
Perspectives Day, when Cambridge 
Schools around the world worked 

together on a series of group projects.

Global
Perspectives 

Day
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Cambridge IGCSE International 
Mathematics is an exciting new syllabus 
refl ecting the way today’s students like to 
learn. It has been developed for schools 
off ering an international curriculum and 
complements the IB curriculum, off ering 
an assessment and certifi cation at the 
end of the Middle Years Programme – a 
move welcomed by teachers, parents and 
students who have been participating in 
the pilot study.

Cambridge IGCSE International 
Mathematics follows the Cambridge 
approach embedded in all our 
mathematics syllabuses: building a solid 
foundation of mathematical skills and 
learning how to develop strategies for 
solving open-ended problems. However, 
Cambridge International Mathematics 

takes this a stage further and allows 
students to develop and sharpen their 
investigation and modelling skills.  It 
also introduces students to the use of 
graphical calculators – a necessary part of 
their study for the IB Diploma.

Feedback on the initial assessment, 
piloted in schools around the world, 
has been extremely positive with 
teachers welcoming the alignment of 
curriculum, teaching and assessments.  
The accompanying textbook by specialist 
maths publisher Haese & Harris offers an 
interactive CD for students to sharpen 
their skills and practise outside the 
classroom, and can also be used as a 
scheme of work by the teachers.  

What is also exciting is that students 
and teachers also recognised that the 

open-ended problem solving approach 
can help develop skills across the 
curriculum, not only in maths.  Students 
in the pilot study highlighted that 
they were finding the skills they had 
developed useful for their 
scientific studies.  

Learn more! 
Further details on Cambridge IGCSE 
International Mathematics are available at 
www.cie.org.uk/igcse and you can 
download a sample chapter of the 
new textbook.

 Cambridge Outlook Issue 8  2009  Cambridge Outlook Issue 8  2009  Cambridge Outlook 11

Cambridge IGCSE International Mathematics

             As an international school with the freedom to develop our own 
curriculum, we fi nd the new IGCSE fi ts in extremely well with a Year 7 to Year 
11 curriculum to prepare students for the IB Diploma“ “

Head of Mathematics
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Two new Cambridge IGCSE syllabuses 
are currently being piloted by 
Cambridge International Centres. 
Cambridge IGCSE Enterprise is 
scheduled for fi rst teaching in January 
2011, and India Studies will go live in 
September 2011.

Cambridge 
IGCSE Enterprise 
How do you turn a brilliant business idea 
into a good business model? The new 
Cambridge IGCSE Enterprise teaches 
students how to set up and run their own 
enterprise, applying classroom learning 
to a real business project. Cambridge 
Enterprise students gain hands-on 
practical experience of the commercial 
world.

Cambridge IGCSE Enterprise develops 
students’ knowledge and skills to 
understand the principles of running 
their own small business and what it 
takes to be an entrepreneur. The syllabus 
helps students with business planning, 

creativity, finance, team-working, 
communication and problem-solving.

Students also learn about enterprise 
within local, national and global contexts. 
Teachers can incorporate economics, 
business studies and accounting into 
lessons, enhancing a school’s existing 
business-related curriculum. The course 
provides opportunities for students to 
meet people who have set up and run 
their own businesses, and to find out 
about organisations which help small 
businesses. 

Enterprising Cambridge International 
Centres are warmly invited to take part 
in the first pilot of Cambridge IGCSE 
Enterprise. If you are interested, please 
contact international@cie.org.uk

Areas of study

Introduction to Enterprise

Setting up a new enterprise

Enterprise into action

Business opportunities and risks

Negotiation

Understanding fi nance

Business planning

Markets and customers

Help and support for enterprise

Communicating with other people

Cambridge IGCSE: Subjects in development

Cambridge IGCSE India Studies has been 
developed with schools in India for 
students worldwide. It reaches beyond 
what a traditional course can cover, 
including how to plan and undertake a 
specifi c research project.

Cambridge IGCSE India Studies 
is a lively and innovative cross-
curricular subject. It enables teachers 
from a wide range of disciplines to 
participate in the delivery of the course, 
which enables students to study the 

emergence of contemporary India, 
and the achievements, challenges and 
opportunities facing the country today.

Political systems and democracy, 
economic development, contemporary 
society and culture, and India’s 
relationship with the wider world are 
all core areas of study. The course raises 
questions including, ‘What do India’s 
relations with other Asian states reveal 
about India’s needs and interests as a 
regional superpower?’ and ‘What should 

India’s environmental priorities be, 
and why?’. 

Students develop skills of enquiry 
and analysis throughout the course. 
They work on case studies and develop a 
portfolio based on research into a choice 
of topics. 

Cambridge International Centres are 
warmly invited to join Group 2 of the 
pilot programme. For more information, 
contact international@cie.org.uk

“ “              Cambridge IGCSE India Studies will kindle interest in students 
who are keen to know more about India–from current politics through to 
Bollywood–and how such topics connect with India’s past
Mrs Usha Mohan, Principal, India International School, Bangalore

Cambridge IGCSE India Studies

              Students set up and run an 
enterprise, applying classroom learning to 
a real business project, hands-on practical 
experience
“ “
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Broader and Deeper:  
Enhancing the curriculum with 
Global Perspectives and  
Independent Research

CIE has been working with schools 
around the world to bring a new and 
exciting dimension to the curriculum 
for students post-16.

GPR – Global Perspectives and 
Independent Research – is a two-year 
programme leading to certification 
from CIE, and was developed initially in 
consultation with UK schools as part of the 
Cambridge Pre-U development. Now a 
number of Cambridge schools around the 
world are running GPR as a complement 
to their A Level programmes.

By working closely with schools, we 
can ensure that we develop programmes 
that support student learning and 
progression, enabling participants to 
develop independent learning, reasoning 
and research skills – the sorts of skills 
and dispositions that support work in 

their chosen subjects, and which lay the 
foundations for success at university and 
in the world of work.

In the first year of the course, 
students follow a Global Perspectives 
course, structured around seminars that 
help them to explore global issues and 
arguments in an open, critical, disciplined 
way. Global Perspectives develops 
the ability to follow and deconstruct 
arguments, to separate fact from opinion, 
and to assess and evaluate the truth of 
assertions. 

In the second year students design, 
plan and conduct their own independent 
research project, leading to a 5,000 word 
report. 

In April, teachers from schools in 
countries as diverse as USA, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, India, Argentina and 
Sweden came to Cambridge to meet 

the programme’s developers and work 
with the wide range of support materials 
that have been produced as part of the 
development. 

Michael Shelton, English teacher at Eau 
Gallie High School, USA, is enthusiastic 
about the aims of GPR. He says, ‘it allows 
for the creation of an independent learner, 
rather than a dependent learner.’

Philip Hornblow, who is introducing 
the programme at Macleans College, 
Auckland, New Zealand, said: ‘GPR is 
rigorous, it’s academic, it’s challenging  
and stimulating.’

Learn More! 
Visit www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 
to download the Cambridge Pre-U GPR 
syllabus and watch a video of teachers 
and students talking about the course.
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CIE is a department of the University 
of Cambridge, which celebrates its 
800th anniversary this year. This 
relationship gives all Cambridge 
schools access to the very best 
resources and latest educational 
thinking. 

Our relationship with the University 
is a vital part of what we do. It enables 
us to draw on world-class expertise and 
thought-leadership. In turn, CIE enables 
the University to share educational values 
around the world. 

800th anniversary celebrations
The range of activities held by the 
University of Cambridge to celebrate its 
800th anniversary has had a worldwide 
impact, extending to Cambridge 
International Centres. One of the 
highlights of the year so far has been the 
Cambridge Darwin Festival, celebrating 
the 150th anniversary of the publication 
of evolutionary theorist Charles Darwin’s, 
work ‘On the Origin of Species’ and the 
bicentary of his birth. The University is 
home to many of Darwin’s manuscripts, 
notebooks and journals, as well as 
specimens collected during his famous 

voyage on the HMS 
Beagle. Much of 
the Festival was 
recorded, and this 
valuable teaching 
resource is available 
on a new website 
developed by 
CIE to celebrate 
the anniversary 
(pictured).
 The annual Cambridge Science 
Festival for Schools goes from strength to 
strength. Find out about the past, present 
and future of science by downloading 
teaching resources, including videos and 
podcasts, on the University of Cambridge 
website at 
www.admin.cam.ac.uk/sciencefestival

The University’s Cambridge 
Millennium Mathematics and Cambridge  
projects help everyone share the 
excitement of mathematics and 
understand its importance. See videos, 
item banks and resources that really bring 
the subject alive for students at 
www.nrich.maths.org

The University was delighted to 
host the 41st International Chemistry 

Olympiad this year – the first time this 
remarkable event has come to the UK. 
The IChO is a competition for the world’s 
brightest young chemists. It shines a 
light on the excellent teaching and 
research undertaken around the world 
and inspires many people to learn more 
about the subject. More information is 
available at www.icho2009.co.uk

Visit CIE’s Cambridge 800 website to fi nd 
anniversary updates and lesson ideas.
www.cie.org.uk/cambridge800

The Cambridge dimension

Cambridge Science Olympiad this year – the first time this 
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International passport to success
Cambridge international qualifi cations really are an international passport to 
success. Over the next few pages, you will meet some remarkable young 
Cambridge students who have won places at the world’s top universities
Cambridge International A/AS Level 
is an internationally benchmarked 
qualifi cation. It is taken in over 125 
countries every year. Cambridge 
International A/AS students are being 
accepted into the world’s 
top universities. 

Good grades in carefully chosen 
Cambridge International A Level subjects 
can also result in up to one full year of 
course credit at US universities.

Val Sismey, Manager Programmes and 
Progression, believes that Cambridge 
international qualifications provide the 
key to a student’s future. ‘Cambridge 
students who do well at Cambridge 
International O levels, Cambridge IGCSE 
and Cambridge International A/AS levels 
are recognised around the world as 
well-educated individuals, who possess 
the necessary intellectual and personal 
qualities to succeed in the 21st century at 

top universities. 
‘The outstanding performance 

of many Cambridge students is 
testament to the quality of teaching 
delivered by Cambridge teachers and 
the commitment of our students to 
excel in many areas of their lives. We 
congratulate all Cambridge students on 
their hard work as they continue on their 
educational journey..’

To confi rm that Cambridge 
international qualifi cations are 
accepted in your country of 
interest, go to 
http://recognition.cie.org.uk/
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Cambridge students win places 
at top universities
Every year, Cambridge students win places at the world’s top universities. 
Let’s meet some of them.

Alashiya Gordes, Cyprus 
Now studying at University of 
Cambridge                                                          
Alashiya Gordes studied Cambridge 
IGCSE and Cambridge International 
A Level at the International School 
of Paphos, Cyprus. In June 2005, 
she achieved nine A grades in her 
Cambridge IGCSEs, followed by A 
grades at International A Level.

Alashiya received a CIE prize 
and scholarship for best Cambridge 
IGCSE results in Cyprus in 2005, as 
well as three single subject prizes for 
Literature in English, Geography and 
IT. She also won a CIE Brilliance Award 
for best mark in Cyprus in Cambridge 

International A Level Literature in 
English (2007).

Her outstanding results were her 
passport to entry to the University 
of Cambridge where she has just 
completed her second year studying 
for a degree in English. ‘When I applied 
to university, I know my Cambridge 
qualifications were viewed favourably, 
as every university I applied to – 
Cambridge, Durham, Bristol, York, St 
Andrews and Warwick – made me 
an offer. 

‘What I learnt at school naturally 
provided me with a strong base of 
knowledge crucial to understanding 
at university level. The Cambridge 

International Curriculum prepared 
me enough to enable me to study 
independently at university. I enjoyed 
studying the Cambridge International 
Curriculum, and I would recommend it 
to anyone.’

Christopher Hanson, USA
Now studying at Stanford 
University, California        
Christopher Hanson graduated 
from Bay High School, Florida. He 
participated in Bay High School’s 
Cambridge International A Level 
(AICE) programme, and received a 
Cambridge Scholar Award for his 
performance in his International 
A Level examinations. He is now 
studying for a Bachelor’s degree 
in Biology and Natural Sciences at 
Stanford University in California. 

‘The Cambridge programme at 
Bay High School offered a challenging, 

engaging curriculum.  My high 
school experience would have been 
completely flat without it.  I took 
comfort in the fact that I was taking 
upper-level coursework, knowing 
that I was being prepared for a 
university curriculum.  When I finished 
the programme, I felt legitimately 
prepared for college.

‘The advisor at Stanford said: 
‘Oh, hey – you’re part of the AICE 
programme?  I actually just got 
out of a board meeting where we 
discussed that.  Yes, we know what 
it is.  We recognize it as a very strong 
programme.’                                                

“I can’t recommend the 
Cambridge programme highly 
enough. It got me into one of the top 
universities in the world. A brilliant 
programme, fantastic teachers and 
a lot of hard work have given me 
a wonderful head start, and I am 
grateful to Cambridge for that.’

“I can’t recommend the 
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Arkesh Patel, New Zealand  
Now studying at University of Cambridge                                                          
Arkesh Patel, a former student at Westlake Boys High 
School in New Zealand, came Top in the World at the 
February 2009 Brilliance in New Zealand awards in 
Auckland. He was also awarded the Douglas Myers 
Scholarship to study for a degree in Engineering at the 
University of Cambridge, which he starts this month. 
Arkesh has completed his fi rst year of university study at 
the University of Auckland. 

He told Outlook: “Cambridge examinations certainly 
more than satisfied my intellectual curiosity and my 
desire to be challenged. The qualifications balance 
content and factual material well with a strong focus on 
skills and the ability to draw on different topics, theories, 
and perspectives. The transferable skills demanded by 
Cambridge examinations have already come in useful in 

my university 
studies, and 
will no doubt 
continue to 
prove useful in 
the future.

‘My 
experience of 
Cambridge qualifications has made me more driven, 
and has encouraged me to set more ambitious goals.  
Cambridge truly rewards you for your efforts, and it really 
opened my eyes with regards to what I was capable of.  
My Cambridge awards, particularly in my first year as an 
IGCSE student, affirmed to me in a great way that, while 
the examinations were tough, if I put in the hard work I 
could achieve well beyond my goals.’

Chun Wu, China
Now studying at Rice University, Houston
Chun Wu (pictured below) attended Nanjing Foreign 
Language School, in the Jiangsu Province in Eastern China, 
where he took Cambridge International A and AS Levels 
in Further Mathematics, Mathematics, Physics, Economics 
and Business Studies in 2008, attaining A grades across all 
subjects. 

Chun Wu was accepted at the prestigious Rice 
University in Houston, Texas, US to study for a degree in 
electrical and computer engineering. He was offered a full 
year’s credit.

“Thanks to doing so well at my Cambridge International 
A Levels, I was able to skip the first-year Mathematics, 
Physics and Economics classes at Rice University. 
Cambridge International A Level Mathematics, Further 
Mathematics and Physics allowed me to do advanced work 
during high school and gave me more flexibility in my 
course planning at college.

‘Cambridge also familiarized me with the expectations 
and rules of a western education. For example, I got to 
know the importance 
of citing other people’s 
work when writing 
a paper and that of 
genuine understanding 
instead of rote 
memorization.’

Kamal Khan Virk, 
Pakistan 
Now studying at 
London School of 
Economics
Kamal is just starting 
the second year of 
a BSc in Actuarial 
Science. He received 
straight A grades in Cambridge International A Levels at 
Aitchison College, Lahore, and at Cambridge O Level while 
at Beaconhouse Garden Town.

Kamal said: ‘I was awarded a full scholarship to LSE, 
which means that my tuition fees and living costs are 
paid by the university. My Cambridge qualifications were 
viewed very favourably by UK universities as students in 
the UK also undertake similar qualifications.

‘The best thing about Cambridge qualifications is that 
they teach you how to make practical use of concepts 
given in textbooks. They make you think analytically 
and beyond the scope of textbooks, leading to healthy 
discussions during lectures.

‘My interest in mathematics and its application in 
industry made me choose Actuarial Science for my 
prospective career. For this I needed A Level Mathematics 
and Further Mathematics. After completing International 
A Level Further Mathematics, I had no problems during 
my first year of university-level study, which was a big 
advantage.’

straight A grades in Cambridge International A Levels at 
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CIE is pleased to 
welcome Chloe 
Sykes as its new 
MENA Marketing 
Communications 
Manager.  
Chloe is based 

in our Dubai offi  ce, and will be 
responsible for organising events and 
communicating with schools in the 
region. This is a new role in our Middle 
East and North Africa team, and 
increases the amount of support we 
can off er to schools.

Chloe has held communications and 
events management roles with the 
University of Cambridge, the Royal 
Society and most recently with an events 
management company in Dubai. 

She is looking forward to meeting 
school heads and teachers in the region, 
commenting: ‘I am keen to find out how 
I can support the marketing activities of 
Cambridge schools in MENA. I also want 
to help develop a Cambridge community 
of teachers in the region through CIE 
events, and ensure that schools know 
about the wide range of support and 

training available from CIE.’
Chloe would like to hear from schools 

in the MENA region. Please contact her 
at sykes.c@cie.org.uk with news of your 
school’s activities.

Tim Lakin, CIE Regional Manager, 
Western Europe, joined CIE’s European 
team in January 2009. 
After graduating from the University 
of Stirling with an MBA, Tim gained 
extensive commercial and managerial 
experience within the media industry. 

Tim spent seven years teaching 
Business Studies at an international 
college in Xabia, Spain. Tim says his 
experience has given him a unique 
perspective the day-to-day issues that 

schools and teachers can encounter. 
‘My time at CIE has been wonderful. 

This is an exciting period to join CIE as 
it continues to expand within Europe, 
both in the state and private sector. 
Despite the economic climate, demand 
for quality assessment continues. I am 
excited about the future of CIE in Western 
Europe, and proud to be a part of our 
ongoing partnership strategy with 
schools in the region. 

‘I have enjoyed meeting teachers and 

heads throughout 
the region very much. 
I am sure they will 
join me in thanking 
Barrie Wiggins for his 
support over the years.’ 
Tim joins colleague, Ann Gibson, Regional 
Manager, Europe.

and fi nally

New appointments …

Tim Lakin, CIE Regional Manager, Western Europe

Chloe Sykes, MENA Marketing Communications Manager

support over the years.’ 
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October 2009

Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh

Stage 1 Courses: O level – Additional Mathematics 
(4037), Principles of Accounts (7110),  
Computer Studies (7010)

AS/A Level – Economics (9708) and Accounting (9706)

Details:  23–24 October.  Open to all Cambridge schools 
in Bangladesh.

Location: Auckland, New Zealand

Stage 2 Courses:  AS/A Level Mathematics (9709), 
Physics (9702), Chemistry (9701), Biology (9700), 
English Literature (9695) and Physical Education (9396)

Details:  27–28 October.  Open to all Cambridge 
International Centres.  

Location: Cairo, Egypt

Stage 2 Courses:  AS/A Level - Mathematics (9709) 
and Biology (9700) CIPP – Science (0843)

Details: 29–30 October. Open to all Cambridge Interna-
tional Centres. 

Location: Singapore

CIE’s 5th International Teachers’ Conference: 
Teaching Science and Languages Workshops 
include; Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Combined/ 
Coordinated Science, English First and Second Language 
and Cambridge International Primary Programme

Details:  28–30 October.  Open to all Cambridge 
International Centres.

Location: Shanghai, China

Stage 2 Courses: IGCSE First Language Chinese (0509) 
/ Mandarin Chinese Second Language (0547)

www.cie.org.uk/training

CIE Professional Development for  
Teachers Calendar 2009

Details:  30–31 October.  Open to all Cambridge 
International Centres. 

Location: Nanjing, China

Course: IGCSE Economics (0455), Mathematics 
(0580), Physics (0652) and Chemistry (0620)

Details:  31 October –1 November.  Open to all 
Cambridge International Centres.

November 2009

Location: UK

Getting Started Courses:  IGCSE English as a Sec-
ond Language (0510), First Language English (0500), 
Literature in English (0486), French (0520), German 
(0525), Spanish (0530), History (0470), Chemistry 
(0620), Biology (0610), Physics (0625)

AS/A Level - Economics (9708) and Accounting (9706)

Details:  Dates to be confirmed.  Open to teachers 
from all UK centres who are new to teaching IGCSE 
subjects, or who have yet to embark on teaching them. 

December 2009

Location: Worldwide – Online Self-Study

Stage 1 Courses: IGCSE – First Language English 
(0500), Literature in English (0486), Biology (0610), 
Business Studies (0450), Chemistry (0620), English 
as a Second Language (0510), History (0470), 
Mathematics (0580) and Physics (0625) AS/A Level 
– Literature in English (9695), Applied ICT (9713), 
Business Studies (9707), Economics (9708), Chemistry 
(9701)

Details:  1 December 2009–29 May 2010. Open to all 
Cambridge International Centres

Location: Worldwide – Online Self-Study

Stage 1 Courses: Cambridge International  
Primary Programme

Details:  1 December 2009–29 May 2010. Open to all 
Cambridge International Centres

Location: UK

Pre-U courses:  Literature in English (9765), GPR 
(9777) and Modern Foreign Languages

Details: Dates to be confirmed.  Open to teachers from 
all UK Centres. Open to all Cambridge  
International Centres

This is an extract from the CIE Training Calendar.  For further details about all these events and 
more, visit www.cie.org.uk/events
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